Making ICT
Real

Today’s young people are ‘digital
natives’, having grown up
alongside computers, mobile
phones and the internet. How
can we capitalise on this to help
them develop as global citizens?

‘Communication’, says Alex Savage, ‘is literally at the heart of ICT [Information
and Communication Technology]. However, many schools have yet to realise
its true potential for bringing the real world into the classroom

What did Notre Dame High School want to achieve?

Alex Savage is an Advanced Skills Teacher at Notre Dame High School in Norwich. He believed
that providing students with the opportunity to communicate with a real audience for a real
purpose would provide greater motivation, improve results, challenge stereotypes and foster a
sense of common humanity — as well as improving their ICT skills.

How did they set about doing this?

The school has some years’ experience with various types of school linking and has found that
short-term linking projects with a specific focus are easier to achieve than long-term, whole
school linking and can be carried out without funding. For this project, Alex adapted a QCA
Year 7 sample unit on creating a leaflet about your school to allow students to develop ideas
that they really wanted to communicate, and invited link schools to join in. He asked his
students to think about how they learn best and what makes a good teacher. They shared their
ideas on a blog post, to which students from a link school in the USA also contributed.

The students were given digital cameras to take images of the school which they could use to
illustrate their leaflets. These were uploaded onto a digital gallery, along with photographs
from a link school in Malawi, and both sets were shared with the students from the USA. A
selection of quotes about education were provided, along with information about the
Millennium Development Goals and the universal right to education.

Using the ideas, information and photos they had gathered, the students created 4-page
leaflets on: a right to education; what helps me to learn better; what makes a good teacher;
and what | would like to learn. The best examples, selected through peer assessment by the
students, were sent to a link school in France and the whole collection was sent to the

USA school.

The project culminated in a flashmeeting video conference between a class in each of the UK
and USA schools to discuss and compare school life and a recording of the conference was put



onto a blog post to be viewed by the other classes. The work was evaluated by student
comments on the blog post and an online survey using SurveyAtSchool.

How well did they achieve their aims?

In the online survey, 78% of the students said that sharing their ideas on the blog helped
them to write better ideas and 88% said that having a real audience gave their work a clearer
sense of purpose. Middle ability students benefitted most, with a higher proportion than
expected achieving Level 5.

Inviting students from the USA to contribute to the blog increased motivation to read the
blog and challenged the Norwich students’ stereotypical ideas about the US, drawing out
common feelings about education between the two countries. Seeing and hearing students
from another country through a video link had a major impact on the students, at no cost.
Using free, open access platforms enabled information to be shared more widely, for example
the USA and French schools have access to the pictures from the school in Malawi.

What do they plan to do next?

The school will continue to develop opportunities for short-term linking projects with a
specific focus. This particular piece of coursework has been written into the timetable of the
participating schools to be repeated over the next three years. Next year pupils from a
school in India will be invited to add photographs to the digital gallery, so the range of images
of education will build. InNformation from the blogs and leaflets about what helps students
learn and what makes a good teacher will be passed on to the school’s Teaching, Learning and
Assessment group.

Organising a live link was complex and time consuming. Next time, UK students will send a
recording of their questions in advance and ask link schools to record their responses. This
will be easier to organise and may lead to higher quality responses, while retaining the benefit
of seeing and hearing students from different countries.
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Reflections:

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) provide a useful starting point for debates about ‘development.

Sharing images and ideas with schools in other countries and considering the MDGs and the universal right to

education puts education in a global context and helps draw out common educational needs, interests and
and concerns.

Links between schools are most effective when the starting point is shared educational outcomes rather than
a focus on difference.
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Leaflets the students created on the right to education
More information:

Alex Savage’s website: www.communicty.org.

Notre Dame High School website: www.ndhs.org.uk.
Short-term linking projects: www.elanguages.org.
Set up free blogs at: www.edublogs.org.

Free online digital gallery: www.bubbleshare.com.

Millennium Development Goals: www.un.org/millenniumgoals. 21



